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Militants 
attack 
Egyptian 
mosque, 
kill 235 


Muslim mystic sect 
was target of attack 


By Brian Hohan 
and Samy Magdy 


Associated Press 


CAIRO — In the deadliest-ever 
attack by Islamic extremists in 
Egypt, militants assaulted a 
crowded mosque Friday during 
prayers, blasting helpless worship- 
pers with gunfire and rocket-pro- 
pelled grenades and blocking their 
escape routes. At least 235 people 
were killed before the assailants 
gotaway. 

The attack in the troubled north- 
ern part of the Sinai Peninsula tar- 
geted a mosque frequented by Su- 

fis, members of a 
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e Trump de- 
nounces at- 
tack, calls 
again for travel 
ban, Page A-6 


mystic movement 
within Islam. 
Islamic militants, 
including the local 
affiliate of the 


Islamic State 

group, consider Su- 
fis heretics because of their less lit- 
eral interpretations of the faith. 

The startling bloodshed in the 
town of Bir al-Abd also wounded at 
least 109, according to the state 
news agency. It offered the latest 
sign that, despite more than three 
years of fighting in Sinai, the Egyp- 
tian government has failed to deter 
an IS-led insurgency. 

President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi 
vowed that the attack “will not go 
unpunished” and that Egypt would 
persevere with its war on terror- 
ism. But he did not specify what 
new steps might be taken. 

The military and security forces 
have already been waging a tough 
campaign against militants in the 
towns, villages and desert moun- 
tains of Sinai, and Egypt has been 
in a state of emergency for months. 
Across the country, thousands 
have been arrested in a crackdown 
on suspected Islamists as well as 
against other dissenters and crit- 
ics, raising concern about human 
rights violations. 

Seeking to spread the violence, 
militants over the past year have 
carried out deadly bombings on 
churches in the capital of Cairo 
and other cities, killing dozens of 
Christians. The IS affiliate is also 
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By Brian Batko 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Perhaps sitting around their 
Thanksgiving tables Thursday 
night, Pitt football fans talked 
themselves into what might tran- 
spire Friday afternoon at Heinz 
Field. 

“Tt’s happened before, right? 
They did it 10 years ago against 
West Virginia. They did it last 
year against Clemson. Why 
not?” 

Somehow, this program con- 
sistently finds a way to finda 
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way. Even when the outlook ap- 
pears bleak, it digs deep and does 
something to shock you. It did so 
under coach Dave Wannstedt in 
2007, winning at No. 2 West Vir- 
ginia for an upset ofa bitter rival 
now known simply as “13-9” to 
many in the fan base. 

It did so last year under cur- 
rent coach Pat Narduzzi, witha 
43-42 stunner at No. 3 Clemson 
—which was ranked second in 
some polls — the only loss for a 
team that went on to win the na- 
tional championship. 

On Friday, the Panthers did it 
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NO. 2 VANQUISHED — AGAIN 
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Matt Freed/ Post-Gazette 


Steelers running back and former Pitt standout James Conner is hugged by the Panthers’ Quadree 
Henderson near the end of the team’s 24-14 upset victory over Miami on Friday at Heinz Field. The 
Hurricanes entered the game ranked No. 2 in the country. Additional coverage in 


Pitt football’s latest upset follows familiar 


script, gives program another signature win 


Sports, Page C-1 . 


again, knocking off second- 
ranked and undefeated Miami, 
24-14, in a result that, paradoxi- 
cally, was as incredible as it was 
predictable. 

“Itsa big-time win in Pitts- 
burgh; maybe one of the biggest 
wins you’ve had in the city of 
Pittsburgh for Pitt football,” Nar- 
duzzi said after the game, “and it 
gives belief to our kids that we 
can do it any time.” 

The similarities to that West 
Virginia game already were 
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Black Friday shoppers adjust 
habits as landscape changes 


By Stephanie Ritenbaugh, 
Courtney Linder 
and Anya Litvak 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Jennifer Kelly used to follow 
the traditional Black Friday shop- 
ping plan — wake up about 6 a.m. 
and brave the crowds and traffic 
to seek out the deals. 

This year, she had a more fo- 
cused approach. She started later 
— at 7:15 — and was much more 
focused on her top items. 

“T just can’t stand the lines any- 
more,” Ms. Kelly said as she 
loaded a flat-screen TV into her 
car outside Target in Harmar. She 
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shopped for only about a half-hour 
and found what she was looking 
for. 

“I have a few more stores to 
hit,” said Ms. Kelly of Indiana 
Township. “Hopefully, I'll have as 
much luck there as I did here.” 

Black Friday may still be the 
traditional kickoff of the holiday 
shopping season, but the land- 
scape has been changing as con- 
sumer habits shift, and this year is 
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Darrell Sapp/Post-Gazette 


Wendey Slater of Mt. Lebanon makes a run back to her car to unload 
items she bought during the Black Friday sales at South Hills Village. 
She said she arrived at 6 a.m. when the mall opened. 
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Professors’ 
new WOITy: 


What if 
their words 
go viral? 


By Jonathan Lai 
Philadelphia Inquirer 


When Drexel University profes- 
sor George Ciccariello-Maher 
tweeted about wanting “white 
genocide” for Christmas, the uni- 
versity’s phone lines were over- 
whelmed. 

Last month, after tweets saying 
“the narrative of white victimiza- 
tion” was behind the Las Vegas 
massacre, Drexel placed him on 
leave, citing “growing” threats and 
public safety. 

After Princeton University pro- 
fessor of African-American studies 
Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor called 
President Donald Trump a “racist, 
sexist megalomaniac” in a com- 
mencement speech, threats led her 
to cancel public appearances. 

In June, Trinity College in Con- 
necticut shut down its campus in 
response to threats to a professor 
who shared Facebook posts that 
were seen as anti-white. 

As such incidents have become 
more common, professors across 
the nation are asking themselves: 
Do I have to worry about what I 
say? 

It’s a complicated question, pro- 
fessors and administrators say, 
and one unique to a time when di- 
visive politics and social media col- 
lide with longstanding questions 
about academic freedom. 

“Unfortunately, the answer is 
yes, they should be concerned. 
What’s that saying? Be afraid. Be 
very afraid,” said Michael Sachs, a 
kinesiology professor at Temple 
University who heads its faculty 
senate. “Unfortunately, the politi- 
cal climate is such that anything 
one says in a public setting ... can 
very easily get scrutinized.” 
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Lawrence 
eagerly airs its 
mini-casino 
ambitions 
oe ee 


Lawrence County officials’ fruit- 
less hope since 2004 to see a race- 
track casino open within their bor- 
ders has morphed into an alterna- 
tive quest under Pennsylvania’s 
gambling expansion: active pur- 
suit of one of the state’s new mini- 
casinos. 

“We intend to communicate to 
those 10 casinos [that can bid to 
open a satellite facility] and tell 
them our community would wel- 
come them,” said Dan Vogler, 
chairman of the Lawrence County 
commissioners. 

Mr. Vogler, now in his fourth 
term, spent his first 12 years in of- 
fice making frequent trips to Har- 
risburg in support of plans to cre- 
ate aracino in Lawrence County. A 
succession of developers failed to 
win regulatory approval, largely 
due to questions about financing. 

A negative vote by the 
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